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WELCOME

On behalf of Paradise Valley community College, it is our distinct pleasure to extend a warm
welcome as we gather for the 6th Annual Desperado LGBT Film Festival. We thank you in advance for
coming together to acknowledge the importance of this vibrant and universal roster of films exploring

LGBT culture.

Festivals such as this are an important contribution to our diverse community and opens doors to
motivate and inspire people to create, appreciate, participate, and grow through the arts and different
cultures. We salute the talented artists, film makers, and performers who will showcase their talents

thrwough the arts.

Additionally we would like to thank our generous community sponsors and grant providers, the
PVCC Administration and staff, our dedicated planning and film selection committee, our talented
graphic designers and writers, and our amazing staff of volunteers. Without their tireless efforts, this

festival would not be possible.

We wish you a very successful and memorable experience!

Alan East

Dale Heuser

TEAM 2015

Planning Committee:

Dale Heuser, Alan East, David Miller, Maryanne Marttini, Jeff Riddle, Sherri
Shimansky, Danny Gonsowski, Diana Manjon, Ashlee Stierstofer, Glenn
Gullickson, Zaveios Horton, and Zac Coston

Film Selection Committee:

Dr. Marilyn Cristiano, Michelle Dew, Rowdy Duncan, Alan East, Danny
Gonsowski, Dale Heuser, Diana Manjon, Maryanne Marttini, David Miller,
Jeff Riddle, Sherri Shimansky, Ashlee Stierstofer, Holly Cook, Glenn
Gullickson, Michelle Marion, and Alan East

Graphic Designers:

Jason Guy, Marcos Rodriguez, and Alden Smith

Writers:
Glenn Gullickson, Hans Pedersen, and Sharlene Celeskey

Volunteer Coordinators:
Maryanne Marttini and Jeff Riddle

Volunteers:

Jeffrey Adams, Denise DeSio, Michelle Dew, Rowdy Duncan, Treasure
Calmwolf, Howie-Reddick, Jasmin Johnson, Kenny Mars, Gabriela
Quintana, Elena, Valenzuela, Oscar, Witham, Kenneth Yanga, Catherine
Oldfield, David Steele, Jacque Starks, TJ Ferrer, Trudy Jackson, Norma
Chandler, Cathy Mendoza, Jenny Weitz, Ivette Quintero, Mary Askew,
Sherri Shimansky, Diana Manjon, Phil Hart, Laura Campos, David Miller, and
Glen Gullickson

Sponsors:

Arizona Commission on the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts,
Sony, Pepsi, The Diversity Leadership Alliance, Phoenix Pride, Echo, ION,
Hensley, Kim Cummings Catering, Maricopa Community Colleges, Equality
Maricopa, Phoenix Film Festival, Senza Pelo Med Spa, Jamba Juice, Pflag,
the PVCC Center for International Studies, Jason Guy Graphic Design,
Marcos Rodriguez Design, The PVCC Center for the Performing Arts,
Palomar Hotel, Maryanne Marttini Entertainment, AZ Videoworks, Wolfe
Video, Hilton Suites Phoenix, the Rainbow Cactus, and the Pride Guide

Community Partners:
The Greater Phoenix Jewish Film Festival, HRC, Fun Rainbow Rebels, and
TSAZ

Entertainment:
DJ Tsunami, Mary Godfrey, and Tony Furiga

Art Gallery:
TJay Nelson

PVCC Administrators, Faculty and Staff:

Dr. Paul Dale, Dr. Mary Lou Mosley, Dr. Veronica Garcia, Herman Gonzales,
Dr. Shirley Green, Dr. Denise Digianfilippo, Sandy McDill, Paul Golisch, Dr.
Julia Devous, Candace Oehler, John Snelling, Dr. Chris Scinto, Michelle
Marion, Mike Ho, Ryan Martin, Rowdy Duncan, Kent Shadburne, Erik Reid,
Ed Kishel, Rico Duplication Staff, and PVCC Public Safety



REGEPTION

FOR ALL AGCESS PASS HOLDERS, SPONSORS,
MCCCD ADMINISTRATION AND EMPLOYEES,
AND INVITED GUESTS

SPECIAL GUESTS
BREG LOUGANIS, LISA HAAS, AND JC CALCIANO

ENTERTAINMENT
MARY GODREY AND TONY FURIGA

CATERING
KIM CUMMINGS CATERING
PEPS

HENSLEY BEVERAGE COMPANY

WE THANK ALL OF OUR SPONSORS AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS
FOR JOINING US IN SUPPORTING LGBT MEDIA ARTS
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The 2nd Annual
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Auto Show
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Saturday, August 29th, 2015 T1Tam-5pm
Veterans Memorial State Fair Coliseum
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Paradise Valley Community College is pleased to serve as the host site for the
Desperado LGBT Film Festival. The melding of the art of film with contemporary
LGBT social issues serves as a wonderful platform for deeper social conversation
and learning. Thank you for attending and enjoy our campus during your visit.

Cordially,

Or. Paul A. Dale

PVCC President

Back On Board:
Greg Louganis
7:30 pm Friday
9pm Q&A with
Greg Louganis

Limited Partnership
11 am Saturday

The love story between a

binational couple, who, in

Feature-length documentary 1975, became one of the

about the greatest diver of first same-sex couples in the

all time. world to be legally married.

Short Film Series
2:45 pm Saturday

Cupcakes
12:50 pm Saturday

A group of best friends A collection of informative,

in Tel Aviv enter a singing thought provoking, and

competition as the official entertaining short films.

Israeli entry.

PAGE 14 PAGE 18

The Foxy Merkins
4:45 pm Saturday
6:30 pm Q&A with
Lisa Haas

Crazy Bitches
7:15 pm Saturday

A girls’ weekend away turns

Two lesbian hookers make into a nightmare when they

their way through a world of discover that their rental
bargain-hunting housewives house was the site of a mass

and double-dealing PAGE 20 murder 15 years ago.

conservative women in this

subversive buddy comedy.

PAGE 16 before every performance from the box office.

Assisted Listening Devices are available free of charge f/‘?\
.



TICKETS

www.desperadofilmfestival.com

AT A GLANCE

friend, Giovana, and the way

he sees the world change

completely with the arrival of
Gabriel.

PAGE 22

Saturday, January,

General Admission $10 per film )
MCCCD Employees $9 per film a7 pantaies 12015
Students & Seniors $8 per film 8:00-12:00 pm  Diversity Leadgrshlp A|||.an.ce
Workshop. This event will include
Saturday Pass $40 a free Screening of Back on Board:
Sunday Pass $30 Greg Louganis and an extended Q&A
discussion with Greg Louganis.
Preregistration is required at
The Way He Looks www.diversityleadershipalliance.net
R Sunday 6:00 - 7:30 pm Reception for All Access Pass Holders
Leonardo is a blind teenager f and Spedal Guests
§sigforindependence. ! 7:30 - 9:00 pm Back On Board: Greg Louganis
His everyday life, the A
relationship)\//vitghis best \ \ t | 9:00 Pm Q&A with Greg Louganis

24,2015

11:00 — 12:40 pm

Limited Partnership

Preceded with a screening of the
short film Tomorrow — winner of the
Desperado Student Short Film

BFFS Contest
2:1
0 pm S 12:50-2:30 pm  Cupcakes
When two straight friends go 2:45 - 4:30 pm Short Film Series
into couples there R 4:15 - 5:00 pm Food available for purchase from Kim
so convincing that even Cummings Catering
they start to question their
PAGE 24 relationship. 4:45 - 6:30 pm The Foxy Merkins
Preceded with a screening of the short
film Trunk
Boy Meets Girl 6:30 pm Q&A with Lisa Haas
4 pm Sunday 7:15-9:00 pm Entertainment provided by DJ Tsunami
A funny, tender, sex positive 7:15-9:00 pm Crazy Bitches
e 9:00 pm Q&A with Jane Clark and the cast of

explores what it means to be
a real man or woman, and
how important it is to live

authentically.

PAGE 28

PAGE 26

Crazy Bitches

Sunday, January 25, 2015

12:15-1:35pm  The Way He Looks

2:10 - 3:45 pm BFFs
The 10 Year Plan 3:30-4:15 pm Food available for purchase from Kim
6pm Sunday Cummings Catering
7:35 pm Q&A with
JC Galciano 4:00 - 5:40 pm Boy Meets Girl

5:30 - 6:15 pm Food available for purchase from Kim
Displeased with their love Cummings Catering
lives, two friends make a pact
1o beraat, ifneither:nds 5:30 - 6:00 pm Entertainment provided by DJ Tsunami
love in ten years. Now two 6:00 - 7:35 pm The 10 Year Plan
months shy of their deadline, Preceded with a screening of the short
both friends set off to do f||m Heavenly Peace
whatever it takes to avoid

7:35 pm Q&A Session with JC Calciano

ending up as each other’s last

resort.

8:00 pm

Post Festival Part at the Rainbow Cactus
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GUIDING LEADERS

TRANSFORMING CULTURES

=

We encourage you to get involved.
Workshops
Executive and A 4

Legal Forums

Diversity Conference
Youth Council
And More

diversity leadership alliance

Visit us at diversityleadershipalliance.net



OPENING FILM

BACK ON BOARD:
GREG LOUGANIS

AN UNFILTERED, RICHLY TEXTURED, AND POIGNANT JOURNEY THF
LIFE THAT DEFTLY WEAVES INTERVIEWS, ARCHIVAL PHOTOGRAPHS,

FOOTAGE OF HIS BREATHTAKING DIVES

7:30 pm on Friday, January 22
followed by Q&A with Greg Louganis

Running time: 86 minutes

Directed by Cheryl Furjanic

Genre: Documentary

www.louganisdoc.com
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reg Louganis was the most

extraordinary Olympic diver of all

time, a beloved American hero and

a pioneer in breaking barriers. He

came out as gay and having AIDS
two decades ago—a time when openly gay
athletes were rare and AIDS was still stigmatized
and almost uniformly fatal disease.

Back on Board is a feature documentary
that chronicles Louganis’ rise from lonely, abused
child to universally acclaimed superstar athlete,
drawing on never-before-seen archival footage
that reminds viewers of what made Louganis a
singular figure in the history of Olympic sports.

The film portrait of an athlete who is forced
to re-evaluate his life, his choices, his relationships
and his career as he re-emerges on the world
stage with legendary grace to combat prejudice,
promote respect and to mentor a new generation
of young athletes.



THE MAKING OF BACK ON BOARD

After reading a newspaper article about
Louganis’ return to diving, filmmaker Will
Sweeney knew that his story would make a great
film. He thought of filmmaker Cheryl Furjanic, who
is no stranger to making films about decorated
Olympians. They reached out to Louganis in the
spring of 2011 and they began shooting in May
2011.

The film combines interviews, observational
footage, and culls archival footage to capture
the beauty, glory and courage of Louganis's
athletic performances to create an intimate
and visceral account of a trailblazing life that
parallels key moments in American history.

ABOUT GREG LOUGANIS

Four-time  Olympic  champion  Greg
Louganis is widely considered the greatest diver
in history. The only man to sweep both the 3m and
10m diving events in consecutive Olympic Games

(1984 and 1988), he earned five Olympic medals,
five World Championship titles and 47 national
titles (more than anyone in U.S. history).

Louganis is a pioneer athlete as one of the
first openly gay men in sports. He demonstrated
courage and strength by competing while HIV
positive in the 1988 Olympics. Often remembered
for the shocking moment when he struck his
head on the springboard, Louganis revealed
his remarkable courage and tenacity when he
returned to the board shortly after and performed
the best dive of the competition. The next day, he

BACK ON BOARD IS A FEATURE
DOCUMENTARY THAT CHRONICLES
LOUGANIS RISE FROM LONELY.
ABUSED CHILD TO UNIVERSALLY
ACCLAIMED SUPERSTAR ATHLETE®

PRESENTS

heatres

ULTIMATE MOVIEGOING
SCOTTSDALE 101

MARCH 26 o APRIL 2,2015
7000 E. MAYO BLVD., PHOENIX,AZ

PHOENIXFILMFESTIVAL.COM #PFF2015
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won the gold and secured his legacy. ]
In 1984, Greg received the Amateur Athletic [

Union’s James E. Sullivan Award for outstanding

=
achievements. The following year, he was inducted F | I_ M F E STl V A I_ [t

into the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame. In 1987, he

won the Jesse Owens Award. In 1993, he was
inducted into the International Swimming Hall of " Desperado \.
Fame. Andin 1994, he was presented with the U.S. ' Film Festival \‘
Olympic Committee’s Robert J. Kane Award. His Phoenix, Arizona ’
1995 autobiography, Breaking the Surface spent ‘ ~
five weeks as the New York Times No. 1 best seller. Audience Choice

Louganis is a mentor for the US Olympic Award
diving team, a judge for the Red Bull Cliff \ 2015 ’

Diving Tour, a dog agility expert, a motivational
speakerand a human rights activist.

Every year, our audience has been
responsible for selecting the
Audience Choice Award.

Will Sweeney Production

Turn in your voting sheet to any volunteer
after the screening.

Back On Board has also screened at AFI Docs Film Festival (Washington D.C.), Frameline Film Festival (San Francisco) and
OutFest Film Festival (Los Angeles).

Timeline
1960 Born and adopted by Pete and Frances 1988 Tested positive for HIV in May. At the
Louganis. Seoul Olympics, won gold medals in

Platform and Springboard after hitting

1961 Started dancing and acrobatics. his head on the board during a reverse

1969 Started taking diving lessons. two-and-a-half pike during prelimina-
ries. Announced his retirement from
1971 Placed second at National Junior Olym- diving. Named ABC's Wide World of
pics at the Air Force Academy in Colo- Sports Athlete of the Year.

rado Springs. 1993 Moved to New York City to appear on

1974 At Montreal Olympics, won silver medal Broadway in Jeffrey.

in Platform September. 1995 Autobiography Breaking the Surface

1978 Won first place in Platform at World published.

Championships in Berlin. 2012 Mentored Olympic hopefuls at USA
1984 At Olympics in Los Angeles, won gold Diving Training in Seattle.

medals in in Springboard and Platform. 2013 Married Johnny Chaillot in California.
1986 Won first place in Platform and Sprin-
gboard at World Championships in

Madrid. CREDIT: Will Sweeney Production
10 | DESPERADO 2015



16-, 14-, 12-, and 8-Week
PVCC classes to fit your schedule.

At Paradise Valley Community
College, we recognize that our
students bring a unique set of
experiences, differences and
dreams to their educational
journey. We seek to provide a
welcoming environment that
provides a safe place for every

student to learn and to grow.

Paradise Valley Community , everybOdy’S

College is proud to host the
2015 Desperado Gay and is individual.
Lesbian Film Festival. - James Baldwin

ITISNOTTOO LATE!
REGISTER FOR CLASSES TODAY.
602.787.PUMA

PARADISE VALLEY
Il.illl PARADISE VALLEY IllilII COMMUNITY COLLEGE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT BLACK MOUNTAIN

nd . . —
18401 N. 32 ™ Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85032 n You TllhE . @ @ (ﬂ) Q@ 34250 N.60 " Street, Scottsdale, Arizona 85266
602.787.6500 | paradisevalley.edu &Y i 602.493.2600 | paradisevalley.edu/blackmountain




LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP

THIS TENACIOUS STORY OF LOVE, MARRIAGE AND IMMIGRATIC
IS AS PRECEDENT SETTING AS IT IS LITTLE KNOWN...UNTIL NOW

STATEMENT FROM DIRECTOR THOMAS MILLER

n 2001, | began working on Limited Partnership

in Los Angeles with my Co-Producer and

Cinematographer S. Leo Chiang. As gay citizens

we felt we had to use our creative voice to fight

for immigration and marriage equality. Leo had
emigratedto the U.S. from Taiwan and we both had
first-hand knowledge of the ways our government
discriminated against same-sex couples at the
border. Initially, we began following five binational
same-sex couples, with Richard Adams and Tony
Sullivan being one of the couples.

Richard and Tony had by far the most
complex and controversial story. Their legal
marriage in Boulder, CO in 1975, and subsequent
ruling against them by Judge Anthony Kennedy
(before he became a Supreme Court justice),
forced them to leave the country in 1985. They
slipped back into the US illegally in 1986, and have
remained in hiding from the immigration service !

. .. . L . . of the short film Tomorrow
ever since. This limited their participation in the winner of the Desperado Student
film as they could not be shot at public events and Short Film Contest
so my intent was to use their story in an historical
context and as the spine of the film. They were @UIY IR BT TIe LV AR L AL
aware of the risks to their anonymity and safety, but
agreed to be in the film in this reduced capacity.

We shot several interviews and a few scenes
with Richard and Tony, who had been together RKeCUIEHReEETNELIELY
almost 30 years at that point. This included time N EF T W R e R
spent with Richard’s family as they celebrated
Tony's 60th birthday in 2002. As a gay American,
it was so heartwarming and life affirming for
me to see such love and acceptance in a multi- RgzERUCECHEERTRR]H

Preceded with a screening

Running time: 74 minutes

Director: Thomas G. Miller

www.limitedpartnershipmovie.com

Limited Partnership will be shown on June 15, 2015 -

12 | DESPERADO 2015



cultural, religious, extended family covering three
generations. It gave me hope for my future and
furthered my resolve to make this film.

| was very moved by Tony and Richard’s
love and commitment to the cause, but | became
the

depressed because conservative  Bush
administration  had
taken over control
of the country. Any

chance for change in

same-sex  marriage
and immigration
laws had become

non-existent. During
this  time period,
Leo moved to San

Francisco and I
became an adjunct
professor of  film
at USC. | also was

unable to procure any
outside funding for
the film despite being

a finalist on every
grant | had applied l
for. So | put the movie
away for several years

in hopes of a brighter future, and worked as an
editor, producer and director on other feature
documentary films.

By early 2008, Massachusetts had legalized
gay marriage and several foreign countries allowed
gay binational couples to live together legally.
The Bush Administration was nearing its end and
California was about to legalize gay marriage.
Encouraged by the changing political landscape,
| began speaking with Producer Kirk Marcolina,
who is in a binational relationship and legally
married to an Australian man, about reviving the
documentary. We contacted Richard and Tony
who agreed to expand their role in the film. | have
shot many scenes with Richard and Tony over the
ensuingyears asthe American landscaperegarding
marriage equality and immigration policies
changed. One of the most compelling moments
was filming them watching the 2008 election when
Obama was elected president and Prop 8 was
passed. Exasperated by watching gay marriage
rights in California being taken away, Richard and
Tony vowed to become activists once again. A few

months later, after living underground for over
twenty years, | witnessed them “coming out of the
immigration closet” and risking deportation, while
addressing a huge crowd at a marriage equality
rally in downtown Los Angeles. They believed it
was important to stand up for their rights and to
finally be recognized
as a legal, married,
same-sex couple in
America. | was struck
by how courageous
the two of them were,
willing to do anything
for years on end, just
for the right to be
together. It was this
energy and passion
that kept inspiring us
to continue making
the film.

On a personal
level | have grown in
many ways. Making
this film has given me
more confidence in
myself as a filmmaker
and as a gay man. |
can see that a few individuals like Richard and Tony
can create social change, even if it takes decades
to accomplish, and | want to be one of those
people. The journey is frustrating, depressing,
exhilarating, expensive, exhausting and | couldn’t
be happier that | have gone through it with Richard
and Tony and my crew.

| am extremely happy that Limited
Partnership will celebrate Richard and Tony's
long path towards justice and citizenship as they
challenged the traditional definitions of “spouse”
and “family.” Everyone will witness that they won
the battle, as the government was never able to
separate them, no matter how hard they tried. It is
my hope that their journey as pioneers in marriage
and immigration equality will now become part of
the national conversation that will finally lead to
full marriage equality in every state in this country.

DESPERADO 2015 | 13



CUPCAKES

A DELIGHTFUL MUSICAL COMEDY ABOUT LOVE, LIFE AND LOYALTY

his charming film from Israeli director

Eytan Fox (who also co-wrote the

screenplay) relates how six friends in Tel

Aviv go out of their comfort zones to

audition for ‘UniverSong.” Traditionally
this diverse group of friends watch the vocal contest
together and are horrified and embarrassed for
their country when they see the cheesy finalist
representing Israel. They swear they can do better
although only one of them, Efrat is a professional
singer. What starts out, as a joke soon becomes
a reality when they find themselves chosen to
represent Israel in the next finals.

The band of friends are fresh in the world
of overly cliché pop music and their charm comes
from the spontaneity of their original svvong.
When the corporate music machine steps in and
tries to make them over the band fails miserably.
They decide they cannot compete in the guise of
something they are not and refuse the national
support and financial backing.

When the musical group decides to perform
their hit song their way and look else where for the

support they also find the courage and strength
to make much needed changes in their personal
lives.

The music is catchy and upbeat while the
film is colorful and lively. Interestingly each friend
always wears the same color throughout the film.

12:50 pm on Saturday, January 24
Running time: 90 minutes
Director: Eytan Fox

Genre: Comedy

Written by: Eli Bijaoui, Eytan Fox

Cast: Dana lvgy, Karen Berger, Yael Bar-Zohr, Efrat

Dor, Anat Waxman, Ofer Shechter and Ofer Hayoun

14 | DESPERADO 2015

As the film progresses you come to identify each
of the six characters with their signature color.
Cupcakes gives you a peak into the fun
side of life in Israel. It also amusingly depicts
the hypocrisy existing in characters’ lives. Their
sponsors’ son is in a relationship with the Ofer, the
only male member of the group, but must maintain
his image as a popular heterosexual sex symbol.
Laughs ensue when the singers arrive at
the "UniverSong’ finals and come face to face
with their international completing musicians.
This film is an absolute delight from start to finish.

Sharlene Celeskey



MARICOPA
COMMUNITY
COLLEGES®

The Maricopa Community Colleges are Proud to Support the
Desperado LGBT Film Festival

Meet
Erika Evans

Community Advocate and a student
of a Maricopa Community College

Read more about Erika at:
http://goo.gl/rOczNo

My favorite quote is 3
from JR.R. Tolkien —~

“Little by I|ttle
one ;ravg[;_s far.”

-=|.—'-",\-mr-—“-'é"“"J

-—ﬁlﬁ"!;.a; )

University Transfer and Career Training | Affordable | Flexible Class Schedule | Quality Instruction
MARICOPA
eae LBl  Chandler-Gilbert | Estrella Mountain | GateWay | Glendale | Mesa | Paradise Valley |

IMRBRRRRE  Phoenix | Rio Salado | Scottsdale | South Mountain | Corporate College | Skill Centers

The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA institution and an equal
opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities.




THE

FOXY MERKINS

TWO LESBIAN HOOKERS WIND THEIR WAY THROUGH A WORLD OF BARGAIN-HU}
HOUSEWIVES AND DOUBLE-DEALING CONSERVATIVE WOMEN IN THIS SUBVERSI
BUDDY COMEDY, AN HOMAGE TO AND RIFF ON ICONIC MALE HUSTLER FILMS

By Hans Pedersen, Echo Magazine

he trio that brought you the black-

and-white indie Codependent Lesbian

Space Alien Seeks Same are at it again.

This time, though, actresses Lisa Haas

and Jackie Monahan have teamed up
with director Madeleine Olnek to create The Foxy
Merkins, “a female hustler movie.”

Echo Magazine caught up with the creative
forces behind the film in Park City, Utah — during
the 2014 Sundance Film Festival — to discuss their
new project.

Echo: How was making The Foxy Merkins
different from your last film?

Olnek: Well, Jackie and | didn't let Lisa push us
around the way she did last time, right?

Haas: | learned my lesson.

Olnek: Seriously, | wanted to make this female
hustler movie. But we actually made this movie
together from day one, so that was the big
difference, whereas Space Alien existed as a

Preceded with a screening of
the short film Trunk

4:45 pm on Saturday, January 24
followed by Q&A with Lisa Haas
Running time: 81 minutes

Director: Madeleine Olnek

Cast: Lisa Haas and Jackie Monahan

Writers: Lisa Haas, Jackie Monahan

and Madeleine Olnek
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play that I'd done productions of independent of
Jackie and Lisa.

Monahan: Wait, Lisa wasn't in the play?

Olnek: She was in my plays, but she wasn't in
Space Alien [the play].

Monahan: Who played Lisa’s part?

Olnek: It was Florence Henderson, that's how old
the play was. [laughing]

Monahan: | was in the bald cap situation. That took
a few hours each time ... | thought that was a pain
in the ass. But, actually having to get up and put my
own makeup on — that was even worse. [laughing]

Echo: Where did you get the idea for the “female
hustler movie”? | know it was sort of an homage.

Olnek: Yes, years ago | wanted to make a film
called My Own Private Wisconsin and, actually,
we started that and then...that all got left behind
in an early incarnation. | remember when Dustin
Lance Black won the Academy Award and said
the campfire scene [in My Own Private Idaho]
gave him the courage to come out. | was also
really moved by the movie, especially that scene. |
thought about how that’s an iconic thing, and kind
of a torch for a lot of gay men. And when you're



a woman, in the commercial world, the roles that
women play aren’t as adventurous — even though
women in real life are that adventurous — we don't
get to see those same roles. So, what happens
when you go to those hustler movies?

You just project yourselfinto those male characters.
Our friend was complaining about how angry she
was when she came out and found out there were
no prostitutes for lesbians. That was really funny
to me, so | just imagined what this world would
look like.

Echo: Can you both talk a little bit about your
acting backgrounds?

Haas: | studied theatre in school, and studied
acting and directing. But | was also interested in
writing...I've been in improv group, but a lot of
times you have to try out your own material...so
I've always found | have to do it myself. I've been
in a lot of Madeliene’s plays in New York City.
Monahan: Yeah | do standup comedy as well, and
improv, stuff like that. I've taken acting classes.

Echo: So, who's gay here and who's not? Is
anyone out?

Olnek: Jackie's the only one who's gay. No, we're
all gay. [laughter all around]

Monahan: | prefer to be called queer. | don't like
labels.

Haas: | prefer [over-pronouncing] HOMO-sexual.
Olnek: The labels | prefer are “talented” and
“beautiful.” No, we're all out, and we've all paid
a price. We can say very honestly in “The Judges'
Room”.

Monahan: | like to call myself Jackie-sexual.
Olnek: Jackie's out in her comedy, Lisa’s out in her
thing. And I've been called “gay Madeleine.”
Monahan: They call her “the lesbian Woody
Allen.” That's not cool; they don't call him “the
straight Woody Allen.”

Olenk: It's totally cool.

Echo: What do you think about the state of LGBT
cinema? Are we boxed in or is there freedom to
do what you want?

Monahan: I'd say there’s freedom to do what you
want. | feel like it's different for every generation,

but the younger generation is like “who cares,
everybody’s just equal.”

Olnek: | feel when people feel depressed about
the state of LGBT film it has to do with what's only
going on in commercial and big-budget film. And
it's like, no, in independent film, there's all these
different things going on. The bottom line is, things
are only going to keep getting more interesting
because as the world allows more freedom of
expression, more interesting things are going to
come out.

Echo: Can you talk about the collaborative writing
process?

Olnek: | do this practice of automatic writing,
which follows these certain rules. You read about
it in Natalie Goldberg’s books. You have to keep
your hand moving as quickly as possible, you
can't cross out, you can't rewrite anything. The
surrealists pioneered it in the '30s in Europe. So,
I've done it for years. | taught them and drilled
them with the rules.

Monahan: And she didn't tell me right away, so
after we did the first thing, she was like, then
you have to read it to each other! It's stream of
consciousness, you had to write for 10 minutes
straight and then read it to one another. That was
hard. [nervous laughter all around]

Haas: But the rules help a group of people do
something together, | think.

Olnek: So as we write and we do rounds of writing,
ideas emerge. And then we feed them back into
the writing, and that's how we getinto more layers.

Echo: Was there stuff you decided to leave out?

Olnek: We shot many scenes for this movie
and a great deal of consideration went into the
construction of the experience, not just what
scenes were in the movie, but where they were
placed and how that contributed to your journey.

Echo: What was it like seeing the movie in front of
audience?

Haas: It was great!
Monahan: | just about had a heart attack.

This article appears in the current edition of Echo Magazine.
www.echomag.com
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SHORT FILM SERIES

he Desperado Film  Selection

Committee viewed scores of movies

that were considered for this year's

event. It's a big investment of time.

But some of the best movies we saw
were just a few minutes long — the shorts.

The eightmoviesin the shortfilm program
and others screened before some features are
proof that creative, compelling, entertaining
stories can be told in a compact format.

Think of the program of short movies as a festival

2:45 pm on Saturday, January 24

Running time: 90 minutes
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within a festival. Together, the films are quick takes
on the LGBTQ experience.

Organizing the short films is a lot
like programming the festival's feature and
documentary films. There has to be a mix of films
that appeal to all segments of the community
— men, women, bisexuals, transgender and
questioning individuals. There are comedies and
drama, movies that appeal to younger and older
filmgoers. We've even got some animated films in
the mix.

And perhaps the best thing about a short
film program is that if you don't like one movie,
well, another film starts in just a few minutes. But
we're betting the short films will leave you wanting
more.




PHALLOMETER

The phallometric tests were
used in the Czech Republic
until  recently in order to
verify ~ the  homosexuality
of asylum seekers, who
reported homosexuality-based
persecution in their home
country as grounds for asylum.
This short film tells the story of a
young guy whose sexuality will
be tested through this method
in a satirical way.

FIRST CLUE

What was your first clue you
were a lesbian?

The answers are playful and
poignant prequels to our “when
did you know?” and “coming
out” stories. Charming and
upbeat, First Clue reveals our
earliest intuitions that we knew
and delighted in who we were
until we were taught otherwise.

BENDIK AND THE
MONSTER

Bendik & the Monster is the
story of a monster, who dreams
of being a cabaret singer.
Bendik helps the Monster
follow its dreams, while the
Monster helps Bendik with his
relationship to his mom and her
boyfriend. It is a story of finding
yourself and challenge others
preconceived expectations of
your identity.

BETWEEN US

Arts teacher Ariel is hired by
the Handley family for painting
lessons with their children. At
what seems to be a friendly
relationship at first, soon turns
into lustful desire between Ariel
and the wife, Tara. During a
passionate encounter between
the two women, Tara's husband
and the kids unexpectedly
return  from a  canceled
swimming session. As the
women are caught off-guard,
Tara forces Ariel to hide in her
closet. Ultimately, Ariel has to
decide between Tara's deceit of
false promises or if there is truth
behind her love?

SAFE WORD

A young gay couple engages in
a role-playing fantasy in order
to spice up their relationship.
Greg, the expert, seeks
pleasure as a terrified sailor
who is bound to a chair when
pirates hijack his boat. Billy,
the novice, must overcome his
squeamishness to become a
vicious buccaneer and extort
Greg for the location of hidden
treasure. When a surprise guest
changes the stakes, the fantasy
turns into a twisted endgame
with shocking results.

ALONE WITH
PEOPLE

Inspired by Quinn Marcus's
(of MTV's Girl Code, mtvU’s
Quinnterviews) one-woman
show Chasing Ballerinas, Alone
with People follows Andie, a
high school girl growing up
gay in Georgia. Too afraid to
confide in anyone close to
her, Andie seeks the help of
a therapist to come out to
her family and friends in this
hilarious and touching coming-
of-age-coming-of-gay tale.

A LAST
FAREWELL

A Last Farewell is both a calm
and an upsetting portrait of an
aging author’s sorrow over the
death of his long-term partner.
Haunted by visions of his late
husband, and in conflict with his
daughter who is trying to renew
the ties between them, he must
tackle the impossible task of
moving on and finding peace in
the wake of a devastating loss.

COFFEE TALK

A fictional gay series about
college friends confronting
hot-button issues over a cup
of coffee. When emotions
emerge and personal secrets
are revealed, the conversation
quickly goes in an unexpected
direction, ending in a funny

9ag.
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CRAZY BITCHES

A GROUP OF SORORITY GIRLS ESCAPE TO A REMOTE RANC
WEEKEND FOR SEVERAL DAYS OF GOSSIP, GIRL-TIME AND GRU

THE MAKING OF CRAZY BITCHES

play the pretty one,” says
Samantha Colburn of her role as Taylor in
the horror comedy sex romp Crazy Bitches.
“Umm, no, actually I'm the pretty one,”
counters her co-star, Mary Jane Wells (Princess),
“the smart one, but also the prettiest.”

“Well, | play the little sister and she is
younger than the other girls,” adds Liz McGeever
(Minnie), before offering a grin. “And prettier.”

So it went during 15 long, hot summer days
of shooting Crazy Bitches. One “bitch” would say
one thing. Another would refute it, and so on. And
each would tell you she meant everything she said
... with nothing but love in her heart.

That sentiment - tongue-in-cheek, of
course — was exactly what writer-director Jane
Clark wanted from her ensemble cast of seven
crazy bitches and one fab gay friend. Clark sought
a group of women who could coddle one another
with just the right amount of cattiness thrown in.

After coming off Meth Head, which earned
more than a dozen awards at festivals in 2013,
Clark wanted a change of direction and horror
seemed to be the perfect genre for a comedic
tale of vanity run amok.

II|

7:15 pm on Saturday, January 24

Running time: 100 minutes

Written and directed by Jane Clark

Genre: Horror, comedy

Cast: Samantha Colburn, Candis Canyne, Cathy
DeBuono, Andy Gala, Liz McGeever, Victoria Profeta,
Guinevere Turner, Nayo Wallace, Mary Jane Wells

www.thecrazybitchesmovie.com
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On the surface, Crazy Bitches may seem
to be all blood and guts, but underneath are real
characters dealing with fears, failures and bullying.
These women wear their vanities on their sleeves
and flaunt it in their friends’ faces, but the women'’s
own insecurities make them all too human. “l wrote
funny because that's who | am, and the horror was
just, well, you know, you got to kill the bitches off!”

says Clark.

With a script in hand and production funds
raised via family, friends, credit cards and crowd-
sourced donations from the “Crazy Bitch Nation,”
pre-production began in May 2013. Principal
photography took place on Great Spirits Ranch
in late June and early July. The ranch, which also
serves as an animal sanctuary, is situated high in
the Santa Monica Mountains near Malibu.

WHO’'S WHO IN CRAZY BITCHES

Alice (Victoria Profeta) is the housewife who gave
up her career to raise a child but now finds her
husband cheating with her sister.

Belinda (Guinevere Turner), Alice’s sister, is a



hard-luck actress with delusions of
stardom.

Minnie (Liz McGeever), Alice and
Belinda’'s youngest sister, is an
animal-loving vegan with the keen,
if sometimes fuzzy, ability to see
into the future.

Cassie (Cathy DeBuono, pictured
right) is a former volleyball star with
her eyes on one or more of the girls
she once chased back in college.

Princess (Mary Jane Wells) — the
brainy one — is Cassie’s best friend.

BJ (Andy Gala) is the gay boy in

the all-girl group. He produces his own news
website that focuses on unsolved murders.
Dorri (Nayo Wallace) is Alice’s best friend, but
she won't last long. If the killer doesn’t get her
first, cancer is about to do her in.

And what would a horror movie be without some
sex thrown in? For that, there's boozy, man-
stealing Vivianna (Candis Cayne), sex-crazed
ranch hand Gareth (Blake Berris), philandering
husband Eddie (David Fumero) and beautiful,
sexy Taylor (Samantha Colburn).

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY

With such a dynamic cast of LGBT favorites,
Jane Clark’s Crazy Bitches gets an A — packed
with moments that will make you giggle, cringe,
and maybe even jump out of your seat for a
second. Make no mistake: Bitches be crazy.
After Ellen

AWARDS

Best Ensemble Cast, QCinema, Fort Worth,
Texas

JeSPERADD

LGB FILM FESTIVAL

Add your voice.
Shape our future.

Take our annual survey at:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/desperado2015survey
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THE
WAY HE

LOOKS

LEONARDO'’S EVERYDAY LIFE, THE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS BEST FF
THE WAY HE SEES THE WORLD CHANGE COMPLETELY WITH THE AR

AT SCHOOL

his beautifully shot film is based on the
2010 short film | Don’t Want to Go Back
Alone. The actors of this 17 minutes
short: Ghilherme Lobo, Tess Amorim,
Fabio Audi reprise their roles as three
school friends in The Way He Looks.
The film tackles the subject of a blind 15 year old
who wants to exert his independence while his
parents and best female friend try to shelter him.
While his classmates talk about boy friends and
girlfriends he longs for
his first kiss.

Daniel Ribeiro
both directed this
quietly moving
film and wrote the
brilliant  screenplay.
Immediately he draws
you into the story
as you watch blind
teenager  Leonardo

(Ghilherme Lobo) deal
with both verbal and
physical bullying by a group of male classmates.
You totally understand why his best friend Giovana
(Tess Amorim) takes on the role as his protector. As

12:15 pm on Sunday, January 25
Running time: 96 minutes
Director and Writer: Daniel Ribeiro

Genre: Drama

Cast: Ghilherme Lobo, Tess Amorim, Fabio Audi,

Lucia Romano, Eucir de Souza
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you watch how Leonardo yearns for independence
and want him to grow you also understand why his
parents feel the need to protect him.

Ribeiro crafts the film in a way that you

become emotionally involved in the youth’s life.
Although the story is Leonardo’s, Ribeiro shows
you other characters’ point of view and further
involves you in this coming of age drama.
When a new handsome student Gabriel (Fabio
Audi) appears in the classroom Giovanni
immediately develops
a crush on him. The
drama later intensifies
when the teacher asks
the students to pair
up with a same sex
classmate for a class
project and Gabriel
asks Leonardo to be
his study partner.

A new world

opens up for
Leonardo as Gabriel
turns the classical music lover on to contemporary
music. He begins to exert his independence as
he bonds his new male friend. One of the most
sensual scenes in the film shows Leonardo lying
in bed hugging and breathing in the scent of the
sweatshirt Gabriel left at his house. The friendship
then becomes a love triangle between the three
friends.
The Way He Looks is a perfect movie. Ribeiro has
created a film that tells a heartwarming story of
a likeable protagonist struggling with everyday
life that should appeal to all types of audiences.
Sharlene Celeskey
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PARADISE VALLEY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

ACADEMIC CERTIFICATES:
* Global Studies
e Complementary Healthcare
* International Business Studies

PROGRAMMING:
* PVCC International Film Festival
e Visiting Artists, Lecturers & Scholars

* Scholarships
e Study Abroad

602-787-7296
paradisevalley.edu/international-studies




BFFs

AFTER AN INTENSE WEEKEND IN COUPLES THERAPY, T
LINES BETWEEN REALITY AND FICTION BEGIN TO BLUR

2:10 pm on Sunday, January 25
Running time: 96 minutes

Genre: Lesbian, questioning

Director: Andrew Putschoegl

Writers: Andrea Grano and Tara Karsian
Cast: Tara Karsian and Andrea Grano

www.bffsthemovie.com
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his is the story of how best friends

Tara Karsian and Andrea Grano went

about creating a movie about two

best friends who start to question if

their relationship is something more.

“The idea for BFFs came directly from

our relationship as friends,” said writer and
co-star Karsian, who plays Kat in the film.
“Andrea and | banter back and forth a lot

like a couple and this often ends in Andrea telling
me that we need to go to couples therapy,”
Karsian said. “We know couples who have gone
to whacky and humiliating therapy weekends
only to go right back to the way they were
beforehand, so we arent convinced they work.”
“We were talking about one of those
weekends,” said writer and co-star Grano, who
plays Samantha. "l joked with Tara and suggested



we sign up for one just to have some great stories
to tell. Tara thoughtl would get so caughtup initall
thatl'dend up believing everything they preached.

“We went back and forth joking and
plotting out how the

television shows. For the last four years of E.R., she
played the hospital’s social worker, Liz Dade. In
2014, she was seen on the Comedy Central show
Review starring Andy Daly.

Andrea Grano most

scenario would unfold . recently worked
if we went pretending THE IDEA FOR BFFS CAME DIRECTLY opposite David
to be a cowle”  FROMOUR RELATIONSHIP AS FRENDS  Strathaim in _the

rano  said. en independent  feature
we thought 'What if -TARA KARSIAN No God, No Master.
we started believing Other  film  credits
we were actually in include Scottville,

love with each other?” That's when it dawned
on us. This was a great idea for a script!”

The women set out to write BFFs as
a short film. But once they got going, they
realized the story needed to be a full feature.
In three months, the script was ready to send
out to a few trusted friends in the business.

The response was positive and they started
to think about who we could sell the script to.

But the more they thought about it, the
more they realized they had just created the
perfect vehicle for themselves as actors. They had
basically written their friendship (with a twist) on
the page.

The two were naive enoughinthe producing
world to believe that if they just decided to do it, it
would happen —an “if you build it they will come”
approach. So pre-production began and they
found themselves simultaneously raising money,
finding a director, putting together a crew and
finding locations. The entire process took them
about five months.

Four “angel investors” invested the
majority of the budget, and the rest came from
crowd-funding.

Filming lasted 15 days, and when it was
done the women said they were surprised and
relieved with the first cut of a movie they had
written, produced and acted in.

They were also happy that their friendship
showed up on screen and survived the process.

ABOUT THE STARS

Tara Karsian has had roles in the films Sassy
Pants, Terri, Number 23, Envy, Ready? O K., Single
White Female and the award-winning short film
Hello Caller. She has guest starred on more 40

Homecoming, Outside Sales, Primo, Knuckle
Sandwich and Tim Burton’s Planet of the Apes.
Her television credits include guest starring roles
on Intelligence, Castle, Brothers and Sisters, Law
and Order: LA, October Road, InJustice and The
District, as well as recurring roles on Fox’s 24, The
Young and the Restless and David Kelly's Girl’s
Club.

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY

In their observant writing and appealing
performances, Karsian and Grano tap into
something believable. Their characters bicker,
joke and finish each other’s thoughts like any well-
tuned partnership, trading insights, barbs and
pointed looks — and indulging in a pitch-perfect
game of “Who Would You Rather?” — with the
natural rhythms of people who are smart, funny
and in sync.

The Hollywood Reporter

Like every great friendship movie it has an
amazing road trip montage, meaningful looks,
and sarcastic banter. It is guaranteed to make
you laugh and possibly cry as they face about a
possible relationship. BFFs is an honest view of
female friendship and the risks involved in taking
it further.

Bust Magazine

BFFs had its world premiere last year at the Santa Barbara
International Film Festival.

It's also screened at Outfest LGBT Film Festival (Los Angeles),
Newport, California International Film Festival, Vail, Colorado
International Film Festival, Palm Beach, Florida International
Film Festival, Omaha, Nebraska Film Festival, Miami Gay &

Lesbian International Film Festival.
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BOY MEETS GIRL

A POIGNANT, SEXY, ROMANTIC COMING-OF-AGE COMEDY ABOU
OLDS LIVING IN KENTUCKY

By Ken Williams, San Diego Gay and Lesbian News

oy Meets Girl is an original and unique
story that blurs all gender and sexual
orientation lines.
Michelle Hendley makes her film debut,
playing Ricky, a 20-year-old transgender
woman from a conservative town in Kentucky who
yearns to become a fashion designer in New York.
Michael Welch (Mike Newton role in “The Twilight
Saga” film series) portrays Ricky’s lifelong friend,
Robby. Alexandra Turshen and Michael Galante
are cast as Francesca and David, a debutante and
her Marine fiancé who enter their lives.
Writer-director Eric Schaeffer (“If Lucy
Fell,” “Fall” and "Mind The Gap") spoke with
SDGLN about his new film.

Q: Why did you choose to write, produce and
direct a love story involving a transgender
heroine? Did you wade into a pool of trouble,
being astraight filmmaker tackling such a sensitive
topic that often is not handled well in movies?

told in the way | told it, hopefully makes all people

Eric: Like all of my films, | like stories that unite us,
regardless of our race, gender, sexual orientation,
age, nationality, spiritual beliefs and anything
else that the ego can use to create the illusion of
separation. | truly believe if we are to survive, we
must become closer, not more fractured.

| felt this story, involving a transgender woman,

identify more with the similarities of her challenges,
hopes, feelings, life victories and struggles, than
the differences. Based on the storyline, going in,
people might not expect to identify but when they
realize it indeed is the truth after watching the film,
hopefully it may allow them the deeper experience
of openness in the future with less judgment of

both themselves and the people around them.
Thetruemeaningoflabelssuchof “straight,”
“gay,” and “queer” are part of what | explore in
the film. Personally | would not be considered
“straight” by the vast majority, a majority who,
if they admit to themselves or others their inner
fantasy life, desires and actual practices would
probably not be considered “straight” either. My
work is opening that conversation and hopefully
widening the borders of those definitions. Self-
hatred, shame and lack of self-acceptance is at
the core of our world's cancer and hate, as it fuels

4 pm on Sunday, January 25

Running time: 95 minutes
Director and Writer: Eric Schaeffer
Genre: Romantic, Trans, Women
Cast: Michael Welch, Michelle
Hendley and Michael Galante,

www.boymeetsgirimovie.com
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hatred of others by those who misguidedly can't
stand the truth about themselves. We have to
reverse that.

So no, as with all of my work, being a human
being, having experience with humanity, | am as
uniquely qualified to tell stories about the human
condition as anyone regardless of who | sleep
with, what God | do or do not believe in, and what
sex | am. The outer shell of experiential existence,
gender, sexual orientation, class, these things are
cosmetic. The feelings we share are the same and
therefore whether | feel hurt because someone
doesn't like me because I'm white or fat or old
or stupid or not funny or queer is the same hurt
someone else feels because someone doesn't like
them because they are black or gay or too thin or
too smart. You can't compare pain. Pain is pain.
It tastes the same everywhere to everyone. And
so too does love. | have felt profound pain and |
have felt vast love, so | can write about both with
immense experience regardless of the outer shell
of the characters in my stories. Obviously there are
nuances of experience that are not universally the
same but | submit they are not as different and
abundant as people like to believe.

Q: How refreshing that you cast a transgender
actress to play a transgender woman! Is it true
that you found Michelle Hendley via Skype?
Why was she perfect for the role of Ricky?

Eric: It was very important to me to cast a
transgender actress to play Ricky, a transgender
character. | wanted less acting and more real life
experience brought to the film and obviously
a transgender actress could achieve that. | also
wanted to help audiences feel more integrated
with the story and less distracted by the actor
or actress playing the part. | felt that was most
achievable by casting a transgender actress. |
also wanted to make sure every moment of this
story rang true and was never false. Doing a lot of
research in the transgender community taught me
a tremendous amount and taught me there are
many differing viewpoints within that community
about certain issues. Having a transgender actress
play the part made me feel confident that while the
story could not reflect every transgender woman'’s
experience, at least | would not be making up
an experience from my imagination that was not

vetted by a transgender woman so | could make
sure it was at least germane and authentic to her
experience and therefore valid.

Havingfew choices of transgender actresses

in the usual casting avenues, | had to get creative
in finding a transgender actress to play Ricky, so
| investigated on the Internet and YouTube and
that's where | found Michelle, who had a YouTube
channel. While she was not an “actress” at the
time | saw her videos, | could tell that with hard
work she could become one if she was interested
and willing to work with me. She was, and she did!
She is fantastic in every way.
She naturally had the personality that embodied
Ricky, that | could see from her videos: Strength,
intelligence, kindness, humor, edginess, sexiness,
honesty and emotional depth. So it was just a
matter of teaching her the logistics of film acting,
which she worked very hard at and conquered
quickly.

Q: There is a terrific scene in the movie when Robby
and Ricky get angry with each other, and Robby
says some very hurtful things to Ricky concerning
her sexual identify. The raw emotions of that scene
are incredibly powerful and moving. Can you
share more about how that scene came about?

Eric: Thank you for the compliment. | hope a
feature of my work (this movie exemplifying it
in many ways) is sort of unconsciously tricking
audiences into having more identification with the
stories | tell then they ever would think they could
have if told going in what the story was about, how
the characters would behave and what they would
say. The way | do that is by being faithful to a very
conventional story structure and with humor. They
are lulled into a sense of security both by laughing,
which is always an indication of identification, and
by a method of a story unfolding which is familiar
to them. And once | have them, then | can take
them anywhere, much further without them feeling
they are straying as far from the norm as they
might were the filmmaking more experimental in
its technique. Suddenly they realize things about
themselves they might never have be open to had
they been wary of the circumstances before they
entered the story or pulled out of the story by
the filmmaking pointing at itself in an “artsy” or
unconventional way.

Read the complete article at www.sdgln.com
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THE 10 YEAR PLAN

TWO BEST FRIENDS AGREE TO GET MARRIED IF BOTH ARE SINGL
AS THE DEADLINE APPROACHES, THEY WILL DO ANYTHING TO AV(

OTHER’S LAST RESORT

Preceded with a screening of
the short film Heavenly Peace

6 pm on Sunday, January 25

followed by Q&A with JC Calciano

Running time: 90

Director: JC Calcino

Cast: Jack Turner, Michael Hamilton, Teri Reeves and

Moronai Kanekoa

www.10yearplan.com
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Q&A WITH DIRECTOR JC CALCIANO

Q: Where did the inspiration for the film come
from?

A: The 10 Year Plan is actually inspired by two of
my best friends. They made a 10 year plan just
like Brody and Myles do in the film. Ten years
later, they both panicked because they weren't
interested in each other romantically and didn't
want to hurt each other’s feelings. It seemed
like a great jumping off point for a movie. The
difference is now the real-life inspiration for Brody
is in a committed relationship; unfortunately the
real Myles is still looking.



Q: What are the central themes of The 10 Year Plan?

A: All my films explore themes of love and
relationships. | always found it intriguing to
explore the line where friendship turns into love.
Your lover is you your best friend, but why isnt
your best friend your lover? That's what The 10
Year Plan is about.

Q: You've had big hits with Is It Just Me? and
eCupid. How does The 10 Year Plan fit alongside
those movies?

A: The 10 Year Plan is the third in that series of
romantic comedies. | plan on packaging the three
films together as a box set. | hope to have fun
cameo appearances from cast members of Is It
Just Me? and eCupid and tie all three story worlds
together.

Q: Good quality films for gay audiences can be
hard to come by. Being one of the leading quality
LGBT filmmakers in the industry, what's the secret
your success.

A: | make the movies that | want to see. | love funny
and sweet date movies about two people falling in
love. Even though my films are gay-themed, they
are universal stories that everyone can relate to. |
just try to make good old-fashioned love stories
about two people - who just happen to be gay.

Cinema 175
WHAT THE CRITICS SAY

Writer-director J.C. Calciano is obviously hoping to
craft a gay variation on a classic romantic comedy.
The Hollywood Reporter

AWARDS

Best Comedy Audience Award and Best Comedy
Feature, Out of Film, Atlanta’s LGBT Film Festival.
Best Comedy Feature and Best Screenplay,
FilmOut San Diego

Audience Choice Award, B'More QFest, Baltimore
Best Overall Feature, QCinema, Fort Worth

Fun Facts

« The 10 Year Plan has cameos from the popular

web series Steam Room Stories. Ben Palacios,
Chris Reid, Adam Bucci, Skyler Seymour, Ce-
dric Jonathan, Josh Wise and Jesse Welch make
appearances in the film as their steam room cha-
racters.

« Every film JC Calciano has made has a Gogo bar

scene in it.

- The star of the film, Jack Turner who plays Myles

is from England and has a proper British accent
in real life, but plays an American in the film and
had to adapt to a Midwestern American accent for
therole.

- Many of the original crew from JC Calciano’s first

two films came back and worked on The 10 Year
Plan.
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SPONSORS

Boy Meets Girl sponsored by Senza Pelo Med Spa

Back on Board: Greg Louganis sponsored by Phoenix Pride

The Way He Looks sponsored by the PVCC Center for International Studies
Cupcakes sponsored by the PVCC Center for International Studies
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Cupcakes - The Greater Phoenix Jewish Film Festival
Boy Meets Girl - Trans* Spectrum of Arizona
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Limited Partnership - Human Rights Campaign
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Become A Personal Trainer

Personal Trainer Specialist Certificate Program
Exercise Science & Personal Training AAS Degree
ASU MAPP Transfer Programs

Contact Information:

602 787-7276

www.paradisevalley.edu/exercise
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Fundraising & Catering
jamtogo@extremezone.com/602.803.9705
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SPONSOR THE FESTIVAL.

desperadofilmiestival.com
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O support

O advocacy

_ O education
Parents, Families and Friends 9f Lesbians and Gays O and more

(and BiSexval TranSgender, and ‘Questioning’ People)

pflagphoenix.org

CoOMEDIAN - EMCEE
SPOKESPERSON

Corporate and Private Events
Speciality Sales Training
pﬂamuar comedy theatar- CO MING
M FEBRUARY

2015

Contact: 602-509-0401
maryannem0501@yahoo.com




Senza

PROFESSIONALISM
COMPASSION
DEDICATION
EXPERIENCE

Electrolysis Laser Hair Removal Latisse Juvederm
Hair Salon Botox Laser Skin Rejuvenation Skin Care
“The Senga Pelo-Staff has 5702 North 19th Avenue
proudly served the Arigona Phoenix 602-246-1966
LGBT Conmunity for 32 yeaws.” azlaser@gmail.com

é-aaa iy /%ﬂ/écpa &éﬁmz‘éf Studont Success wd ﬂfzﬁeﬁf@/

SAVE THE DATE!

Join Equality Maricopa to march in the 35th Annual
Phoenix Pride Festival on Saturday, April 11, 2015

Celebrate Student Achievement at the Annual
LGBT Convocation on Saturday, April 25, 2015
2:00 p.m. at Mesa Community College

JOIN EQUALITY MARICOPA TODAY!
For more information, send an email to:
Equality.Maricopa@domail.maricopa.edu

Equality Maricopa is a proud supporter
of the Desperado Film Festival.

Equality Maricopa is a group of Maricopa Community Colleges employees

/ who are or who support lesbhian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT)
\ =~ persons. Our mission is to offer support and visibility for our members, to
-~ (@, "= provide educational and awareness opportunities about LGBT issues to

“£ W employees and to provide an official point of contact between our
EQUALITY membership and the Maricopa Community Colleges, as well as external
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender organizations and the student

MARICOPA Gay/straignt Alliances.
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Advanced audio waveform editing

Sound Forge 2

Sound Forge™ 2 is perfect for recording, editing, processing, and rendering high-resolution, broadcast-quality audio
master files. Gain fast access to easy audio recording, deep editing tools, 64-bit AU and VST plug-in compatibility
with automation, and the audio hardware routing functionality that Sound Forge users expect. The world-class Sound
Forge experience is completely at home in its second generation on the Mac, and Mac App Store convenience makes
downloading and installing Sound Forge 2 a snap.

Sound Forge power, Mac App Store convenience
_W“ www.sonycreativesoftware.com/soundforge2

Copyright ©2014. Sony Creative Software Inc. All rights reserved. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners. All screen images simulated
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¢~ MNMACCHLALE.

an Arizona fthere everyone can experience and participate in the arts

V4

An agency of the State of Arizona, the Arizona Commission on
ARIZ o NA the Arts provides leadership, grants and services in support of
. arts and arts education programs statewide, In partnership

with organizations, schools, festivals and artists, we celebrate

C O M M | S S | O N Arizona’s creative potential as we work to promote innovation,

grow local economies and enhance quality of life for all

O N T H E A R T S Arizonans.

Learn more at www.azarts.gov
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Resource Fa|ars

Largest LGBT Librar%’f n the State

"Free Technology Center

Fa uisly Events

\ Check out
our classes
M@@ ctmd Mmumﬁﬂﬂ Fee @Uag%@% A%@ﬁﬂ el (-3 and events.

[@@h@@mmpm@]@ﬂgb@@m@@m@mg

The Phoenix Pride LGBT Center is part of the Phoenix Pride family of services and events.



SAVE THE DATE

JANUARY 22-24
2016

DESPERADO LGBT FILM AND ARTS FESTIVAL

PrideGuide PHOENIX

g DING
WrLooY
EXP@

Save The DAe, hoenin!

Sunday, August 23, 2015 « 11:30 am to 4:00 pm

5350 Marriott Dr. « Phoenix, AZ 85054
$5 Online « $10 at the Door

All are Welcome!

JW MARRIOTT
DESERT RIDGE RESORT & SPA

Interested in being a sponsor or vendor? Need more information?
602.466.2501 o Arizona@ThePrideGuides.com
www.GayArizona.com/Phoenix/Wedding-Expo



KIM CUMMINGS

PROFESSIONAL

CATERING &
BARTENDING

—~—

TEL: 602.493.0000

FAX: 602.358.8126
kKim.cummings@cox.net
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FSU ALUMNI

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY LGBT DeViIS, Pride Chapter

Bill Konigsberg ‘05
Keynote Speaker
Award Winning Author & Sports Writer

Join us for a community centered evening filled with
performances, silent auction (art and retailers), drawings
food, beverages, the awarding of our 2015-2016 Community
Leadership Scholarship, and a keynote by ASU alumnus,
award winning author and sports writer, Bill Konigsberg.
Konigsberg’s most recent novel, Openly Straight, won the
Sid Fleischman Award for Humor, was an Amelia Elizabeth == '( N, [ 2
Walden Award and Lambda Literary Award finalist, and Will A. Smith 2013-14
made more than 15 major “Best of” lists including YALSA’'s = ERZTITEEEE

Best Fiction for Teens, YALSA’s Teens Top Ten, and the Scholarship Reeipient
Georgia Peach Award.

All funds go to our LGBT Scholarship Fund housed at the
ASU Foundation for a New American University. Ticket
prices start at $55 and include cocktail hour, dinner,
entertainment, and full access to the event.

For information, to purchase tickets, and to learn about
sponsorship opportunities visit:

Hayden Hilliard 2014-2015
https://alumni.asu.edu/chapters/Igbt-devils-pride/scholarship Community Leadership

Scholarship Recipient




EeCHO

s C O m
IS proud to sponsor the 2015
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E . H D El facebook.com/EchoMagazine
[ twitter.com/EchoMagAZz
maGcG. C Oom

E sccreomee|  ECNO Magazine is proudly a
Busness | BBB Accredited business

602-266-0550
888-EchoMag
602-266-0773 echomag.com
manager@echomag.com



